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This edition is filled with meaningful stories of how God is moving in and through New 
Ridge Fellowship. Inside, you’ll read about the heart and impact of our NR Response 
Crew, experience the joy of our recent Night of Worship, and get to know NR Student 
Director Brynn Schmidt in a special ministry spotlight. You’ll also discover how unique 
ministries like NR Karate and our Blessing of the Animals outreach are creating fresh 
opportunities to share Christ’s love in our community.

From a fun-filled Family Night with NR Kids, to moments of growth and commitment 
through Membership, to an inspiring Student Testimony Night, each article reflects 
God’s faithfulness and the power of a church family serving together. We also take 
time to reflect on our recent study of Nehemiah — and how God continues to build and 
strengthen His people today.

Let’s celebrate all that He is doing — and step forward with expectation for the 
opportunities ahead!
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Our recent Night of Worship was a powerful reminder of why we gather, to lift up the 
name of Jesus and experience His presence together. It was more than an event; it was a 
moment of unity, joy, and authentic worship that filled the sanctuary with a deep sense 
of God’s presence.

The night featured a beautiful blend of gospel 
music, traditional hymns, and contemporary songs, 
showcasing the diversity of our worship culture at New 
Ridge. Every song, every voice, and every instrument 
came together to express one message: God is worthy of 
our praise. It was incredible to see people from different 
backgrounds and generations worshiping side by side, 
creating a sound that truly represented who we are as 
a church family.

Interestingly, this night was originally planned as a recording event, a way to capture 
content for social media and radio. But as we prayed and prepared, it became clear 
that God was calling us to something deeper. Rather than focusing on performance 
or production, we wanted to focus on presence, on creating a space where our church 
could freely and genuinely worship. That change in focus shaped everything about the 
evening.

We were blessed to have five worship soloists, worship band, a choir 
of forty singers, and a full tech team covering audio, video, and 
lighting. Each person brought their talent, heart, and dedication 
to serve in excellence, not to showcase a product, but to lift up the 
name of Jesus. Their hard work helped create an atmosphere where 
worship could truly flow.

Though the heart of the night wasn’t about recording, we did capture 
video and audio that will be shared on our social media in early 2026. 
Our hope is that these moments will encourage others to worship 
and remind us all of what happens when we gather with one heart 
and one purpose, to glorify God.

As we continue to grow as a worshiping community, I’m reminded that worship at New 
Ridge isn’t confined to a stage or a song. It’s who we are, people who love Jesus and 
want to honor Him with our lives.

A Night to Remember: Night of Worship
By Daniel Mojica, Worship Pastor

continued on next page
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We are also excited for the upcoming Christmas 
season! Don’t miss the opportunity to join us for 
Christmas Spectacular and Christmas Eve Services, 
whether in-person or online. These celebrations are 
a wonderful way to experience the joy of the season, 
connect with our church family, and worship together 
as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

If you have a story, reflection, or testimony from the 
Night of Worship, or any worship experience at New 
Ridge, we’d love for you to share it with us by sending 
an email to danielm@newridgefellowship.com.  
 
Your story could inspire someone else to encounter God 
in a fresh way.
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The Response Crew Work Continues
The Response Crew Volunteers have completed over 360 projects in under eight years. 
Dramatic, unbelievable, and amazing are some of the words used to describe those 
projects - Sometimes, it’s hard to believe it’s the same home!

Not everyone would use those words, but the homeowners would! Whether it’s fixing 
a door that won’t close, replacing a mailbox, moving a sofa or cleaning up a branch 
that has fallen in the driveway. These small projects are huge for the homeowner! For 
example, we fixed a storm door so it would close. The homeowner had to wait two 
to three days to appreciate our efforts. The reason for the wait was she was in the 
hospital being treated for congestive heart failure. She shared that she was so excited 
she would be able to allow her dog to see out of the window.

More than 50 new volunteers have joined the Response Crew in 2025 alone. We have 
experienced a unique blend of new volunteers with our core group. At one recent 
project, we had an outpour of 28 volunteers. I have observed that only a few people 
can help with most of the projects, but most people can help with a few. Our volunteers 
report that helping is not only a blessing to the homeowner, but also to themselves.

I shared in the last Quarterly our work with a Vietnam Veteran 
in Amity Township. The next cleanup was an off shoot of the 
veteran in Amity Twp. Frank, a neighbor that serves on the 
ambulance told the homeowner about us. If we had not 
been guided to Terry, after the crash, we would have never 
found the most recent project, Steve and his wife Jeanine.

They anticipated that their property would take two or three 
days to complete. The Response Crew completed the project 
in five hours with the help of our volunteers and God inspired 
weather.

On November 9 New Ridge Member Judy Moyer spoke during 
the service. She was the recipient of the Response Crew’s 
effort. I encourage you to listen on YouTube to her feelings 
and observations on how God provided a blessing. Normally homeowners don’t have 
28 people cleaning up the outside of their house, but Judy did. This is a testimony of 
her life, her life group, this church and the dedication of New Ridge members and 
staff. Everyone found time in their busy schedules to help. A true blessing from the 
Lord!

By Jay Kratz
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We fully embraced the idea of Blessing of 
the Animals on the first Saturday of October 
2009 when we waited with bated breath to 
see who would come around the corner and 
hop out of the cars.  Since then, we have 
never been disappointed!  Now led by Pastors 
Daniel and Cole, we continue to bless all of 
God’s creatures from cats and dogs, goats, 
chickens, lizards and horses!  There is a time 
to pray for the sick ones and remember pets 
loved and lost, as well as stories from our 
hearts.

St. Francis of Assis celebrated the peaceable 
kingdom - the lion lying with the lamb.  We at 
New Ridge are so thankful for the collection 
received this year that was brought to the 
local ASPCA.  Our human act of blessing 
the animals simply returns thanks to You for 
blessing us through them.

blessing all god’s creatures By Elin Perate

The Karate Ministry began in 1998 as an outreach 
program with the goal to gain a greater 
understanding of the vessel (body) that God 
has provided us, through physical exercise and 
disciplined training. Over the years many church 
members and non-church members alike have 
trained as part of the Karate ministry, earning belts 
level promotions. On October 25, two students were 
promoted to Black belt: Elise Freed, a young mother 
who has been training as part of the ministry for the 
last 9 years, and works as interior designer/space 
planner; and Greg Jedliskowski, a weight training 
enthusiast and has been training with the class for 
over 8 years and is currently a manager at AMTRAK. A third student, Beverly Tolbert is a 
retired missionary who began train about 6 months ago and earned her Yellow belt.

The Karate ministry currently has students ranging in age from 34 to 84 years old, and is 
always looking for new students interested in learning and committing to training. Visit 
the church website to learn more and sign up for our events.

outreach through karate By Mark Eliasson
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This October, New Ridge Kids hosted a special 
evening called Fireside and Fellowship. Families 
gathered together for a night of laughter, creativity, 
and connection. We decorated pumpkins, made 
crafts, enjoyed hot dogs, and roasted marshmallows 
over the fire for gooey s’mores. Kids played on the 
playground, teens hung out by the fire chatting and 
laughing, and Pastor Ricky kept the flames glowing 
bright all night long.

Fireside & Fellowship By Amy Dilabio

It was a beautiful time for families in our church to gather as one big church family — 
sharing stories, smiles, and moments that remind us of how good it is to be together. New 
friendships were formed, and familiar ones grew even stronger as conversations and 
laughter filled the cool autumn air. God designed us for relationship — with Him and with 
one another — and evenings like this are a wonderful reminder of that truth. As Hebrews 
10:24–25 encourages us, “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds, not giving up meeting together… but encouraging one another.” When we 
gather, we strengthen our faith, celebrate our friendships, and reflect the joy of Christ in 
our community.

On Sunday, October 12, the Widowed Ministry 
gathered at North Campus for their Hearts of Hope 
Fall Festival. Tables adorned with mums, gourds, 
and apples set a warm seasonal atmosphere 
as guests arrived. The afternoon opened with a 
time of prayer and fellowship before participants 
wrote handwritten notes of encouragement on 
fall-themed cards. These cards will be delivered to 
residents at Chestnut Knoll, extending hope and 
kindness to our neighbors. Guests also brought 
nonperishable food items to support Preston’s 
Pantry.  Friendly competition added to the fun with a “Best Homemade Fall Dessert” contest. 
Becky Marshall claimed first place, earning a blue ribbon and festive apron, while Vicky 
Thomas was named runner-up. Tables also dove into a lively 100-piece puzzle challenge, 
racing to see who could finish first.

This fall festival was a beautiful reminder of what it means to come together as a church 
family—sharing stories, smiles, and the simple joy of community. God created us for 
relationship—both with Him and with one another. Events like this reflect that truth so 
clearly. As Hebrews 10:24–25 reminds us, “Let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together… but encouraging one 
another.” When we gather, we strengthen our faith, celebrate our friendships, and reflect 
the joy of Christ to the world around us.

hearts of hope By Sharon Cramer
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nr students: testimony night

Everyone has a story. This is the 
heart behind one of our most well 
attended events in the student 
ministry: Testimony Night. For the 
past couple of years, we have held 
two testimony nights a year, each 
one a powerful reminder that the 
Lord is at work in each one of our 
lives. On November 5, the middle 
school and high school students all 
gathered together to worship, pray 
for each other, and hear the stories of 
their leaders. Week in and week out, 
the adult volunteers walk alongside 
the students. They do a wonderful 
job of getting to know the students, 
leading them through small group 
discussions, and investing in their 
lives. In all of this, there is often not 
much time for leaders to share what 
God has done in their lives besides a 
few anecdotes here and there. Yet, 
each one of the leaders has a lifetime 

By Brynn Schmidt

of stories and wisdom to share with the students. In the fall each year, we give the leaders 
an opportunity to do just that: share their wisdom and what they’ve learned after a life 
of walking with God.

Testimony night begins with worship led by the youth band. These moments are so 
powerful as nearly one hundred people lift their voices up to the Lord. It truly is a glimpse of 
what heaven will be like one day. The joy and love for Christ is evident in how passionately 
each student is worshipping. On this particular worship night, we introduced a new song 
to the students called “Who Else” by Gateway Worship. The chorus of that song says 
this: “Who else is worthy? There is no one, only You, Jesus”. After hearing various stories 
from leaders sharing stories of struggle, stories of doubt, and stories of redemption, the 
chorus of this song rang true. There truly is no one else who could work in each and every 
person’s lives in so many meaningful and unique ways. Only our God could see each one 
of us, meet us where we are at, and bring us to where we need to be.

After hearing the testimonies, we leave space for the students to respond in prayer. 
Whether it is because of something someone shared, a desire to turn to Christ for the 
first time, or because they are carrying a heavy burden; we allow students time to pray 
with their leaders and with each other. Upon the invitation to seek out leaders and pray 

continued on next page
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Reflection on Our Study of Nehemiah

Our group really loved studying Nehemiah! We were all encouraged by how much 
his story teaches us about depending on God and staying focused on what He’s 
called us to do. One of the biggest things that stood out to many of us was how 
Nehemiah always turned to prayer first. Whenever something upsetting happened 
or he faced opposition, his immediate response was to go to God in prayer before 
taking any action. That really spoke to us — the reminder that when something 
bad or stressful comes our way, our first step should be prayer, not panic.

We also learned a lot about having a clear vision, 
working together in unity, and staying faithful 
even when things get tough. Nehemiah showed 
incredible courage and focus, refusing to be 
distracted by his enemies. He trusted that God 
would provide everything he needed — and God 
did!

Another big takeaway for us was the importance 
of spiritual faithfulness and worship. Nehemiah 
didn’t just rebuild walls; he helped restore the 
people’s hearts toward God. We were reminded 
that God blesses the work of those who serve Him 
faithfully and that He uses our gifts and obedience 
to accomplish His purposes.

Overall, this study helped us see how essential it is 
to pray continually, stay focused, and trust God to 
lead the way — just like Nehemiah did by example, trusting that God will provide 
what we need to fulfill His vision.

By Randi Law

with them, over half of the students jumped at the opportunity to do so. Each and 
every leader prayed with and for many students. Typically, the worship team plans 
on playing one song during the prayer time before ending the night with two more 
songs with everyone worshipping together. This time, God had other plans. The 
prayer time extended through over three songs and even past the usual end time 
of youth group. It was one of those moments that we all wish could’ve gone on 
forever.

Testimony night is an experience like no other. We look forward to the next one in 
the spring where students will be given the opportunity to share their stories with 
their peers. I have no doubt that this moment will be another incredible reminder 
of the work that God is doing within the student ministry.

The Quarterly   I   Fall 2025 9



a dAY OF MEMBERSHIP & Testimony

We extend a hearty welcome to the following new members: 

Pam Allebach 
Steve Lampmann 
Layo Awelewa 
Janice Dalton 
Darren Dreas 
Emily Dreas 
Sherry Marshall 
Michael Mazzeo 
Addie McCabe 

continued on next page

By Monica Shanley

On a beautiful fall Membership Sunday, we had the joy of receiving 17 new members into 
our New Ridge Fellowship family!   October 26 was a day when we, as the Body of Christ 
at New Ridge, pledged “our duty to be devoted to them in love, to honor them above 
ourselves, to be kind, tender and forgiving...to seek to imitate Christ before them and to 
strive to preserve the unity of the Holy Spirit in the bond of peace, accepting them as Christ 
has accepted us to bring praise to God.” 

Kristyn Reider 
David Swank 
Debra Swank 
Adebola Talabi 
Jack Willis 
Jennifer Willis 
Trish Seidle 
Kathy Hamilton 

I Peter 4:10 says, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” Some of our new members have 
already started using their gifts to build up this Body of Christ, assisting with Sunday 
School, Response Crew, singing with the Choir, serving as a youth leader, joining a small 
group, making soup for the Craft Fair. As you see them begin to serve, please welcome 
and encourage them. Our focus in 2026 is building relationships - we can start with our 
new members!  
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By Monica Shanley

looking to learn more about new ridge?
If you are interested in learning more about the church, and the path to membership, 
our next 2-week Essentials class will be held Sunday, February 8 and 15, immediately 
following the 11:00 service (about 12:15-2:15 pm) in the Chapel. Lunch is provided.   
Save the date! 

Please direct any questions to Monica Shanley, Director of Experience and Care, at 
monicas@newridgefellowship.com. 

Kristyn Reider 
David Swank 
Debra Swank 
Adebola Talabi 
Jack Willis 
Jennifer Willis 
Trish Seidle 
Kathy Hamilton 

At New Ridge Fellowship, we celebrate the sacrament of baptism, believing that it is 
the outward and visible sign of His saving work in our lives. On Membership Sunday, we 
heard the moving  testimony of Kristyn Reider as she prepared for baptism. She bravely 
spoke of the transforming work of the Spirit in her life, and her desire to publicly affirm 
her faith as a disciple of Jesus Christ.   

Kristyn shared in her testimony the following:

God spoke to me through the death 
of a friend and through my grief. I 
began to seek Him out. Matthew 7:7-
8 says ‘Ask and it will be given to you; 
Seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you.  For 
everyone who asks receives, the one 
who seeks finds; and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened.’  

I asked for answers and I received 
them. I sought out the Lord and I found 
Him.  I knocked and Jesus opened the 
door.  From that moment on, I chose 
Jesus and I chose him again today and 
every day.  Today I declare MY choice 
and MY commitment to Jesus through 
baptism!”    Amen! 
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There is a saying in life that if you want something done give it to a busy person. Students 
Director Brynn Schmidt is such a person. On any given Sunday you will see her motoring 
around the church. She is New Ridge Fellowship’s version of the Energizer bunny. Allow 
me to explain my rationale.

In fourth grade, Brynn began to play the drums. She joined the Boyertown music league 
as a drummer. Brynn continued to attend Youth Group and participate in the Boyertown 
Marching Unit. Brynn opted to include basketball in her High School experience. All these 
activities helped her understand the concept of managing her time and schedule.

At a mere 16 years old, Brynn realized that youth ministry would be her calling. Upon 
graduation from Boyertown High School, she attended Eastern University. Her studies 
focused on youth ministries and Psychology. She also included a minor in biblical studies.

During her time at Eastern, Brynn would become a youth director intern. This would lead 
to her becoming an assistant to the Youth Pastor right here at New Ridge fellowship. 
Upon the promotion of Youth Pastor Cole Seaman, Brynn was hired to become the next 
youth director and the first Youth Pastor of New Ridge Fellowship.

She spends her days filled with tasks, goals and responsibilities of 
that of a youth director. Not sure what they are? Here is just a taste 
of what she does. Two nights a week she conducts youth group. 
On Sunday, she conducts a bible study for both the high school 
and middle school students. She is responsible for the planning 
of the youth mission’s trips (This year alone it was Harvey Cedars, 
Pottstown, Pittsburgh, and Puerto Rico.) She hosts a two separate 
weekend retreats, planned a Middle School adventure at Cherry 
Crest farms and participated in the “Overnighter”.

If she already didn’t have enough on her plate, Brynn decided to 
pursue her master’s degree. She chose a hybrid program which 
consisted of online and in-person classroom work. She would 
conduct youth group, do her online work, then fly to Austin, Texas 
three times a semester for three days of intense education. Three 

years later, Brynn graduated with a master’s degree in youth ministry. (I’m just tired of 
typing it, I can’t imagine living it.)

I asked Brynn to speak of the calling that the Lord placed on her life. She responded that 
this is her dream job. She enjoys working with the youth either as a group or one on one. 
She pours her time and talent into the youth of the community and congregation. 

Spotlight: Brynn Schmidt
By Rick Drumheller

continued on next page
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She specifically loves her one-on-one time where she can listen and share the word. She 
spends time praying for the youth and their concerns. She engages them in church and in 
the community. She enjoys attending events that feature her students, such as sporting 
events and musicals.

I asked her with all her duties and responsibilities; how does 
she find time for herself? She quickly responded that she 
spends time at the gym. She proclaims that she must be 
intentional about blocking out time to relax and refresh. She 
enjoys watching and playing basketball. As if she needed more 
to do, she is a junior varsity assistant coach for Boyertown High 
basketball.

At the conclusion of my interview, I had one more question 
for Brynn. I noticed she was wearing a diamond ring on her 
left hand. I asked if she felt comfortable telling me about this 
ring. She smiled and said she was getting married. They met in 
grad school and her fiancée is Brian. He is a youth director in 
Memphis. Before I could shout out my next question, she noted 
that upon their April 2026 wedding, he plans to move up here. 
We dodged that bullet! You know I wasn’t the only one to think about that…

If you get an opportunity to speak with Brynn, I encourage it. She is down to earth and 
serves the Lord with humility and passion. She is internally driven with the desire to walk 
in the footsteps of Christ. While she may appear quiet, when she speaks, it is with the 
roar of a lion.

She claims no glory or success for herself. She directs any success to the Lord. She clearly 
has a heart for the Lord and has been called to youth ministry. She is our homegrown 
product nurtured by the Holy Spirit. The Lord continues to bless New Ridge!

When you see Brynn anywhere within the confines of Boyertown, thank her for the effort 
she expends on our youth, congratulate her on her pending marriage, and continue to 
pray that God will continue to bless Brynn, and everyone associated with New Ridge 
Fellowship.
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For more information on 
these events, please visit 
our website
newridgefellowship.com/events

events
NR Kids A Merry Little Christmas Party
NR Students Christmas Parties 
Christmas Spectacular
Hope for Holidays
Christmas Eve Services

6 
9/10
13/14
17
23/24

december

Prayer Service
NR Students Winter Retreat 

7 
16-18

january

NR Kids Family Event 
Essentials Class & Life Groups Begin
Ash Wednesday

7
8
18

february

NR Kids First Communion
Prayer Service
NR Students All Nighter
Spring Craft show
Membership Sunday
Easter Eggstravaganza
Palm Sunday

1 
4
6/7
7
8
28
29

march

Good Friday
Easter Sunday

2 
5

april
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our mission
Pursue Christ

Our church’s center point is Christ. We 
consistently pursue Him in all we do. 
No program, service, or person can 
transform the hearts of those who are 
broken…only Jesus.

Grow Together

As a church community, we want to 
establish a different culture: one of 
radical hospitality and togetherness. 
Life is simply better together. In all 
we do, we hope to establish deep 
connections within and outside the 
four walls of our church.

Impact the World

If we can relentlessly pursue Christ  
and intentionally grow in deep 
community together, we believe that 
we can impact the world here in  
our local community and on a  
global scale.

Our vision
is clear
THAT EVERY 
PERSON 
WILL LIVE A LIFE 
TRANSFORMED BY 
CHRIST
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Inviting others to New Ridge is an opportunity 
to extend a welcome, offer support, and share 
the love of Christ with others. By inviting friends, 
family, and neighbors to church, we open the 
door for them to experience a community where 
they can grow spiritually. Together, we can create 
a space where everyone feels accepted, valued, 
and inspired to live out their faith journey. 

New Ridge Fellowship offers new guests the 
opportunity to sign up and receive a special 
message from one of our staff members and 
if they’re bringing kids, it will prepare them for 
our secure kids check-in.  This is a great why to 
ease some of the nerves of visiting a new place! 

Share this QR code or visit 
newridgefellowship.com/
planyourvisit.

PLAN YOUR VISIT

There’s a place for you here!

INVITE SOMEONE  TO CHURCH
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